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application. Each student will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) that reports the information from
the student's application and, if the information provided was complete, the student's EFC. The
student is instructed to check carefully the data on the SAR to ensure that it is correct. If corrections
to the SAR are necessary, a student's school may submit the corrections electronically (if the school
participates in EDE). If a student applied by mail, by using FAFSA Express, or by using FAFSA on the
Web, the student may make corrections on Part 2 of the SAR and return it to the address given at
the end of Part 2. If the student applied electronically through a school and would like to make
corrections to information by mail, the student must request a copy of his or her SAR from the
Federal Student Aid Information Center (see the inside front cover for the address and phone
number.)

Which EFC worksheet should be used?

There are three regular (full-data) formulas—(A) for the dependent student, (B) for the independent
student without dependent(s) other than a spouse, and (C) for the independent student with
dependent(s) other than a spouse. In addition, there is a simplified version of each formula with
fewer data elements.
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What is the definition of an independent student?

Because the EFC formula for a dependent student uses parental data, while the two formulas for
independent students do not, the first step in calculating a student’s EFC must be to determine his
or her dependency status. For the 1998-99 award year, a student is automatically determined to be
an independent applicant for federal student aid if he or she meets one of the following criteria:

❖  was born before January 1, 1975;

❖  is a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces (see the box below);


